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Abstract

Earthen structures built by intertidal ocypodid
crabs of the genus [lyoplax have been shown to
have some social functions. Ivoplax pusilla and
llyoplax dentimerosa build barricades near the
neighbors’ burrows with surface mud. The barri-
cade has the effect of keeping the activity space
of the neighbor away from the builder. [llvoplax
dentimerosa builds another structure with surface
termed
between the builder and the neighbor. The fence

mud, fence, at intermediate position
functions to deter the approach of the neighbor to
the builder's activity site. Ilvoplax pingi builds a
mound at the burrow entrance of the builder
itself, with mud dug out from the burrow. The
mound has the effect of keeping the activity space
of neighbors away from the builder's burrow
site.
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