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Abstract

Footprint fossils of Proboscidea and Artiodactyla from the Kobiwako Group were studied after the discovery of well

preserved footprints in the Yasu River during 1988. Since that time, thirty footprint fossil sites have been investigated. These

revealed specimens of Proboscidea, Artiodactyla, Crocodilia and Aves are from the Kobiwako group. We here introduce the

investigation methodology and present outline of the results.

Preliminary investigation involved the initial confirmation and preliminary investigation of the footprint fossils,

geological survey, surveying, meeting with local people and organization of research group. The excavation, description on

the mode of occurrence and modeling were performed during the main investigation. The excavating method varied within

each locality. Investigation of footprint fossils in the river involved stopping water flow with a dam or changing the river

channel. When fossils occurred al several stratigraphic horizons, step-like excavations were performed. leaving the upper

bed last. Examples are given from the excavations conducted at Hino River in the town of Hino, and Yasu River in the town

of Kose and Minakuchi.

Water hardening type resin was used for making models of footprint fossils. Since their presence in wet sites as well as

riverside. The models and the rip of section of footprint fossils were used for morphological observations. Our investigation

methodology gave excellent results and is proposed for further footprint fossils study.



