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On Charles Lyell’ s travels in North America,
with special reference to his reports of trace fossils

WATABE, Norimitsu*

Abstract
Charles Lyell visited North America 4 times between 1841 and 1853. During those trips, he
made geological observations and collected a variety of fossils with the collaboration of Canadian and

American researchers. He was also interested in trace fossils, and made special visits to the sites

where those fossils had been discovered. His travels resulted in 2 books and a number of lectures

and research papers. In this review, four topics, i.e., fossil footprints of birds, fossil footprints of

reptiles, ‘fossil’ rain-marks, and the lecture on the Canadian lower Silurian fossil footprints have been

selected and Lyell’s thoughts on those fossils are introduced.

Key words : Lyell’s North American travels; fossil bird footprints, fossil reptile footprints, ‘fossil’

rain-marks, Silurian fossil footprints.
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