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Paleobiology of Sauropod dinosaurs

HIRAYAMA, Ren*

BE

B (REMERE) ONEBIIOWT, BOLERHE, ST, oI ELE Vo /2l
Wb ERERRAT. MEEOHEER, HERBIHETN R EESEDOTRY S, Z O EHEHAIE 12 RE
SN, HRESHECHTICRS M LZREVPERLLE TH o2 ER ML, HEOWRIE, T2
£ AEOWEILh o Twe, M5, EHEASR L BTN, o 0ELHP =80 EATOM
T EFBRICEDOMEICH > 722 L AR LTV 5. FHHECIMEO NI ZHFELIEHETH Y, FHL L
BREELTWZZEPHPIILTVE., ZOL) RMADOHEZIEESELILIL), BRGEHEEZHD
CHBD ST, FOZMEITIRT &) IHROKEIZ MR 5 2 EAMERICRS72DTH S ).

F—oU—FwEEE, B, NERE, e, BATH

Abstract

Paleobiology of sauropod dinosaurs (Class Reptilia: Order Saurischia) is considered based on
their cervical postures and the center of gravity speculated from footprints. Sauropods seem have
highly limited neck movement and a nearly horizontal neck posture in neutral position as shown by
narrow articular surfaces of the centrum and neural arch. Sauropods had a head-down feeding angle
in general. Footprints of sauropods clearly suggest its center of gravity was located at the pelvic
area as well as ancestral bipedal forms of the Triassic. Cervical and thoracic vertebrae are extremely
pneumatic and lightly built, whereas sacral and caudal ones are heavily formed. This unique
structure seems make possible that sauropods kept its primary body plan, regardless of its elongate

neck.
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