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The present situation and methods of Cenozoic fossil footprint research in Japan

OKAMURA, Yoshiaki* and TAKAHASHI, Keiichi*

Abstract

Eighty years have passed since the beginning of fossil footprint research in Japan, and
currently 56 sites have been discovered. The majority of these sites, 43 in total, are from Plio-
Pleistocene sediments.

Frequent observations of Plio-Pleistocene fossil sites and some experiments of tracking have
shown the importance of 1) a survey as soon as possible after discovery for morphology analysis ;
2) carrying out an investigation in a unified way ; 3) utilizing samples in diverse ways, including
cutting out of the original fossil footprints without removing the infilling sediment in a fossil footprint
examination.

Furthermore identification of animal tracking has to be carried out carefully. In this research
program, field observations of footprints of living wild animals were conducted mainly in Japan and
Southeast Asia, and 800 casts of footprints from 80 species were collected.

It is difficult to preserve unconsolidated fossil footprints from Plio-Pleistocene sediments in situ.
We therefore have to organize a survey of the footprints with the local residents during the
excavation process. We think it is important to inspire people to be aware of the natural history of
their native land, check up on things by themselves, and foster a nature-conscious future for the local
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people.
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