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Bonebeds in the Upper Cretaceous Mifune Group, Kumamoto Prefecture, Japan

IKEGAMI, Naoki

Abstract
This paper discusses the accumulation processes of vertebrate fossils at the typical site in the

Mifune Group. The sedimentary facies and fossil assemblage analyses on two bonebeds around the

Amagimi Dam were carried out. As a result, the multitaxic micro bonebed is recognized in the

channel lag deposit and the channel filling deposits, contrasted to the monodominant macro fossil

bonebed from the levee deposit. It is considered that the multitaxic microfossil bonebed is preserved

in channel deposit formed by reworking and concentration. This microbonebed has a potential to

represent the terrestrial and fleshwater paleofaunal composition in the Late Cretaceous of the

continental margin of East Asia.

Key words: bonebed, terrestrial environment, Late Cretaceous, Mifune Group, Southwest Japan
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