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Retrospective on the early history of the Fossil Research Society of Japan
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of its foundation

AKIYAMA, Masahiko*

Abstract
The Society was established in 1959 with 86 members belonging to the various fields not only

of geology and paleontology but also of anatomy, biology, biochemistry and dentistry and with the

intention of studying fossils using biological techniques and methodology. The Society’s activities

during its early stages are described from the viewpoint of my own personal research history and

recent progress in paleobiology, which has outgrown the classical paleontological limits of

morphological description and classification, is discussed. Finally some suggestions are made as to

how the Society may continue to flourish in the future.
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