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Restoration of plant fossils : Exhibit methodology to figure out ancient plants
from partial fossil specimens

YOSHIKAWA, Hiroaki*

Abstract

The Paleozoic Hall of the Toyohashi Museum of Natural History in Toyohashi City, Aichi
Prefecture, Japan, underwent a major renovation in 2003-2004, followed by a remodeling of its
Mesozoic and Edmontosaurus Halls in 2007-2008. Through these renovations, new exhibits on plant
fossils were introduced on the basis of a universal design enjoyable for all visitors. Past exhibits on
fossil plants were not well designed and were difficult for visitors to envision the original form of
extinct plants from partial remains exhibited. The new exhibits were designed to make the life of
ancient plants easily understandable for visitors by providing 1) explanation labels with graphic
representations of exhibited fossils, 2) diagrams of ecological restoration, and 3) hands-on exhibits.
The new exhibits have greatly improved to capture visitors™ attention on fossil plants. However, the
museum’s recent assessment of the exhibits has suggested that visitors are much interested in
hands-on exhibits, rather than to appreciate the reconstruction of fossil plants. Therefore, challenges
still remain to further improve the exhibits so that visitors will be able to better understand the
complexity involved in restoring ancient plants from partial fossil remains. Some ideas include adding
new explanatory panels elaborating the process of ancient plant restorations.
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