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Kanna Dinosaur Center and its experiential programs

KUBOTA, Katsuhiro*

Abstract

In 1985, the first dinosaur footprints in Japan were discovered from Nakasato village (now, a
part of Kanna town), Gunma Prefecture. In 1987, Nakasato Dinosaur Center was established in this
area for its local rejuvenation. Now, Kanna town is famous for an only occurrence of dinosaur fossils
in Kanto Region. Two experiential programs, Fossil-digging and Casting-fossil, have been held on
weekends in Dinosaur Center and are popular with family. The Fossil-digging-program at an outcrop
beside natural monument ‘Sazanami-iwa’started in 1999 and has 7, 000-8, 000 participators from 2008
to 2012. The site exposes the Lower Cretaceous Sebayashi Formation, which yields a number of
brackish-water molluscs and plant fragments. The Casting-fossil-program is to make a fossil replica
with gypsum and is joined by over 4, 000 visitors in 2012. Another program, Fossil-replica-digging-
program, is to dig replicas from an artificial desert and was occurred as a special event in 2011. Most
participators in digging fossil are composed of children and its parents, while those in digging fossil
replica are occupied by almost children. In Kanna town, there are several important fossil sites,
where need to be protected by law in future. Dinosaur Center is active as a local rejuvenated
institution in close collaboration with the town.

Key words: Casting-fossil-program, conservation of fossil-bearing outcrops, Fossil-digging-program,
Fossil-replica-digging-program, Kanna Dinosaur Center, local rejuvenation,
ripple mark in Sebayashi
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