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Newly discovered fossil deer skull from the Early Pleistocene Kazusa Formation,
Kuchinotsu Group of West Kyushu

TAKAHASHI, Keiichi* and HIRAYAMA, Ren™

Abstract

A fossil deer skull was discovered in February 2011 from the Kazusa Formation of the
Kuchinotsu Group that is exposed along the coast of Kazusa-machi, Minami-shimabara City, Nagasaki
Prefecture. At this site three species of deer have previously been reported : Cervus (Axis)
japonicus, C. (Nipponicervus) shimabarensis, and C. (Rusa) kyushuensis. C. (N.) shimabarensis was later
reported as a variety of C. (N.) kazusensis.

The newly discovered specimen is a part of compressed skull, but the coronal suture, a
character useful for the classification of fossil deer, is observable. The skull is clearly from a mature
female because the pedicles and antlers are absent despite the suture’s complicated shape. The
suture is close to the top of the pentagon. Comparisons with five species of Japanese fossil deer,
Cervus praenipponicus, C. akiyoshiensis, C. kazusensis, C. shimabarensis and an unidentified specimen
from Taga Town, show that the morphology of the suture of this specimen is similar to that of

Cervus kazusensis.
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