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Activity using “Kuwajima Fossil Bluff” in the Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark

HIBINO, Tsuyoshi®

Abstract

We describe herein the activities on fossils in the Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark (Hakusan
City, Ishikawa prefecture (Hokuriku district), Japan). The Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark was
authorized as a Japanese National Geopark in 2011. A number of important fossils have been
recovered from the Kuwajima Fossil Bluff (Kuwajima Formation, Tetori Group, Early Cretaceous),
and they are one of the important features and geosites of the geopark. The fossils from the area of
the Hakusan Tedorigawa geopark have long been studied since the early Meiji period. Therefore,
Kuwajima Fossil Bluff is called as the birthplace of the Japanese geology and paleontology. The rocks
of the Kuwajima Fossil Bluff yield many non-marine vertebrate fossils (e.g., fish, lizard, and
dinosaur). Those are discovered during the construction works for the tunnel just a backside of the
bluff, which started in 1997. The rocks from the tunnel are still kept for further investigation.

The outreach activities on fossils have been continued for many years. At the Hakusan
dinosaur Park Shiramine (re-established in 1997), “Fossil excavation experience” has became
popular with tourists. The educational program at local schools has also been carried out frequently,
and during such a program, the “Kuwajima Fossil Investigation Party” has started to organize in
2005. In the activities of this party, the participants study the preciousness of the fossil and the
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importance of fossil protection. These activities have been continued for over 20 years.
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