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Turtle bone histology illuminate a new perspective on paleoecological reconstruction

Yasuhisa Nakajima*

Abstract

The limb bones of terrestrial vertebrates exhibit tubular diaphysis with large internal medullary
cavity, whereas those of aquatic vertebrates show extraordinary dense, or alternatively spongy internal
structure without large open medullary cavity. As such relationship between bone tissue and ecology
is found in multiple living clades of tetrapods, it has been regarded as a key to reconstruct the paleoecology
of extinct vertebrates. However, turtles generally lack large medullary cavity, even in terrestrial species.
In turtle bones, the tissue is less remodeled than in other tetrapods. Such characteristics of turtle bones
can be interpreted as a deadaptation to active terrestrial locomotion. Most of previous researches have
emphasized these features as “hydrodynamic (or hydrostatic) advances” in the bones of aquatic
tetrapods; however, further researches on a variety of factors such as bone remodeling costs, storage

function of bones and phylogeny-dependent plasticity of bone internal structure are required to better

Journal of Fossil Research, Vol. 50(1), 22-27(2017)

understand the microanatomical evolution of bones in turtles and other vertebrates.
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RB ORI, FEETREELZA, BE
Bz, REAEOMIFRICHE, B OBEHONE
HA, BEEBLTZONMOEHD L ITAZEE
sz 7z [8RE] 2#H_ALTWDE 2 L, [H#1E]
ETEEAL] 2w 200BINTEZZIFTHEALL 72
R EEZ DI ENTE S (Currey and Alexander
1985). —4C, FERDUREBHWA S#AL L ZRIWITK
IS LB b, FIRg kv, BN
T RUEH AT Tl 72 SN LI H 5 (e.g, Nakajima
and Endo 2013). # A4 ¥ w4 & —#oBYW TI,
HERICRERE DS —E)F6E L 2\ X 0 Ay, B A0
JEL, WO 2T RoORad Mo Tn
% (de Buffrénil et al. 2010). iAW 5% T,
29 LA LB A b N5 BB & AROBR
ZINA L, 1LRB 2 & OREBISE % 5 NER O %
MOMEILT LA DR EN TS (eg, Canoville and

Laurin 2010).

FHMIIKRELGTT, REOFUZ EIH 5 HIK
bfkg 2@ LA LS [kl & &yE Ok
FAED) - HHEE TR A TEEkE ] oo h
L. MBEEEBNCE 5L, BREPO % @ 5 A il
P DA E L PR O 255 - & b & g
& N % (Nakajima and Endo 2013; Nakajima et al.
2014). VB OEEE SO A, BEMRICE S
RN & H3FEMIIC X 2 TLAE D 2 DOER 25 %
0, FHESESIERIOEZ 25128V TIE, 2hbo
EHOWITNAEBT 202X o THEEIRESI N
. WS, M A v AREIZIRE LT
DWENBEHRIEARVESRHILY b= DIED,
WHHEy I DR, RVEYTHLZA TS
VHRENPBLEEFWINONT Y AEFIHML T A

(1 ; Raisz 1999). X SI\ZHTTIE, PERMEE
BELTHOLNTOWERVEYTHDL LT T Vo HE
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MEEENOERNBEEERED T2 EROHER. L S5IEIC, BREOHKL &
REMERARE LV TN S EHRT 2BILE - BEEOARTRE, FiE - 8RO
INZhE(BELRVULIEIT 3 RILED, BREICHT 2EFNEHN@RIR, K
BE SN T AHEEEM AR, KILE S OER I Raisz (1999) & & U Ducy et
al. (2000) (CE3<. BEFR : GCs, #EE ILF 4 K ; PTH, BIFRIRKRILES

VD, E23X>D.

TSR L, #% e LTHLEZIHST 28225
52t bbhoTE7 (Ducy et al. 2000). TN5D
ZEDS, BEEIRIVE Y OSWERZHEORIC
o THABEREMICHEENTVE Lo TRW
(1), Z2LTENSONFWENERIE, &5
FL 2w e WIRE R EE I 525520 56
R, KPTHERDPZTBFNEEIIONT VAR EOR
RERIHIR 22 T CHAL L CE 22 e3P E RS, 72
2L, L DRI S wEAicBw
T, —BICEE TR SN L EESAZEDZ D
W TH B 2 e s, WETL O BEFmIH
REBR RIS 5 L VW T LI EE IR,
FEMEZTbRVE WD Z L1, EiEmHN 223
TAE RS SN A TH D LIRS T, HIE T
HIZHhDDHIANEEHHILTODLETE W) R
HEZDOThHD. 6T, FITIEAINV YT LADUFHEL
LColfEDH Y, HARREIME SR & TEENZNL
—HFIICA NV Y AR LA, TR R
Zeh LT MBI N - AL DD S
(1).

H A O EASIEEDOHNER

7 ANEEDRFAEALOMFET, WEHI SRR E T
Kex R AIGERBICHEHIE L TE 72, 7 ADI) b4 Off
WK - BE oW TGRS, Vo AR R Y
R EAEIS, v IR BBV Bl AR ICENRE
MUTIFEAIEIL LT b, Nakajima et al. (2014)
X, A AR O MG OWNEEE SR & TGRS
OEA N ED X H B L L C& 7202 fFHT 572
W, BAEOSKR D AFONEE 81, ~(f 20
T4 —HACT AF v FBLOFHBEER 2MHoTE
DF NS Z L L. ZofE, AR [F
AR, BXOWEOY I F AR & [KAH ]
DY, FKAD AHOFEEI D FH L, RWTRE
A XFEOBEENENZ ERP S B (X
2). COREDH L, PKAMEIERD BVKEL
DT i, AR ST BT B IR R R
THREICHERTE /2. L2 LAY AHOBWNET
IR I FEEE T, SRR RIS L > TR S
TR S EDTB Y, BYERICIEKAE - 2PakA s A
HoMWEEG XN TE Loz, T Lid, BER
HEBIY CLEEIUE T OF B2 2SI BRICLTLE ) &
9 REROEERE T AS, B A TIRIEM L T
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M2, hXBEERRBICH T3 LRERBEE CEREOBRERTHVIR, LU~ 70CT THRFL
LEEHIEOS. E8REREHHMEOREED > sEHRNSD2EE§ERYT. BRAICSV TR
FEEEL V) DFKEBOAPERICEVBBEERT —7, HAETRKEEIFKERL ) DFRIC
BOWBBEEEZRT (WFhbI>—KM1y PZ-—DURETp<001). IDOTE (REHA»EHE
B) ICRT LIS, BEBICEREPFEELLVDRAXEOEETHS.

3. REDEEH AEESHN B =8N H X Proganochelys quenstedti (A) &, BEATE TRt L &
BHYH X $ET & B Mongolochelys efremovi (B) O REETR (&), EHRESEDOFEMRIL CT EiE
(BEL), LU CTHEESR (8AT). WE CEEBERIIA<ERRINS. Proganochelys D&
HANICIIEEKS (BRER) 2RTEBREEVHEET 3, Mongolochelys DEEHERIC L /BIREH £
CREELAL.

WEWV) TEERLTWD, LT, AN A
OREDKIE, BELICWERESIZLT, Belbew
IBRERSHENI-E WS, DD [B#En] Blg
ELTHNTE 2.

K OEELTRELTROAN AL LTHLNS
Proganochelys quenstedti (¥ =&#) 13FEEFHW T

Holzl ENTWw5S (Scheyer and Sander 2007).
CT A v v & MM X o T Proganochelys ®
w2 N REEBIEE L2, BEuwisEgdoNE
RiERE ThHO ON, BEREZEL TV RP o2

(Nakajima 2011, 2013 ; XI3). — KT, # XLk do
LRI L SNDERBORMOL A3 MilEL RFFL



Tw2 (Padian et al. 2008). T b6 DfER, L, #l
JPe @ R D& Proganochelys & 314 J 2 FH o He A g 2
5A AP Z TN ZZIGRATEE E AR LTRWE
EZz2 bbb, —JiT, Mongolochelys efremovi (23
Hifd) (& Proganochelys & [R)ERIZIEGEA DO KRBT H
%%, Proganochelys DR U724 X D b 1 EELL
Lt F R L2230 e A H T, HEDOTZIRD S
KEBR LTz T58ADHS (Rozhdestvensky,
1969). WLRZEWZ L 12, Mongolochelys Tl s @
FEEEIEIEE IR RIRE» RN TB Y, B
DA IVFHTARGE, FREDABICALND &
I hE A R L C\w/z (Nakajima 2011, 2013; X 3).
Mongolochelys DV HETEILH < T TRBWATH D, K
ARG FIE P ROBIRD RIS IR E v
A5, BRI IS B T S BEEOLNY — 132
NOOWNATENREFANWTH L E VR 5.

BERRD H DEEEIER

B, T2bBLEH - B 2T 280K E 1S,
Mg &AL E ofeEE ORI, HEREOR B E P E
Mg 2 Fo. M2 Tl L, BRI oMW
BEd 72, W AOEREE KL TW5 E#E 2 L5
# 3 w5, Scheyer and Sander (2007) &, Fe‘Eh
AFE R A O MR B L, KEHD AFITE
WCIEREA: A& IR L Tl AR OB S 13 # <
WIS DS PR FET L E L (22T

ENTWBREA - KAEMIZ, Nakajima et al. (2014)
B B - KA - PRI TLL LA
W), k51, Proganochelys D4 I I3 E W BB E
DEETH I LN, @A AEFICHEL LT
Wiz RERAITTTB Y, ZoBRNEoREICHEDS
<HEE#EH (Joyce and Gauthier 2004) & b A1
Thotz. 72770, KD AHOP TR BEITKAE
WIS L7722y Ry ERE (A RVERFRBLIOAY
RUR) oh AFTIE, BHROBE G 3MmD THE L
FEL, WHMEIRIEEAERELLEVWI ENDbRoT
ETwb (X4) (Nakajima et al. 2017). A v K ¥
LR oH AH, Ay BURMREALE 2T 2 &
%L, WHDENEFHRD, v F T4 —ohEey
BRI RSO R E D720 TEb DL LEZ
LMD, FRIHEVAE T, BRI IR
L7cag—rriifzaitsaleicdy, #%T
Lo b 2 MlfkZ 2 L Twa (Scheyer et al
2007). FEASE O FH A MR (PBarremian-Aptian)
POIRINDE Xy RFMLAIR, Zofe LT
Rl OfLHRERO—DTH L5, Z0HH—HD L
JEHEIZIE, BUAER Y R UBHIA S N AEHIRD Z &
DORED LAY (callosity) &7 <, EHWZR, #L %
OO 2SR EREE L Tw/z (Nakajima et al
2017). ToZ ki, HAEOWMHDOA v R F ok
FLHEAS, AR IEI L72IREBIC 2 5 F ToliE
WZHo R E R L TWA.

4. 1tFA (A, B, D) &URE (C) W XFEOERIR (k) OHERBKNE. ReBorrEEBERL, R SE, KR
THARETHS. FEFFHED 1 > H X T Clemmydopsis turnauensis (A) # &£ U° Bajocian-Bathonian (F#i 1 S#2)
DEMBR S » 48 Heckerochelys romani (B) OB RMIE, MR A FKE-KEHAFOHHTHZ, BBEVRVERE
R™Y. —H, XvRZE RXH Carettochelys insculpta (C) # & U Barremian-Aptian (Ri#iRELRR) DEBERAX v K>
B (C) &, KEHIXELYPSED THRBR LM 2R, XKL Scheyer (2007), Scheyer et al. (2014), & £ U°
Nakajima et al. (2017) &WH#ERZ L. X5 —Ib/N =1 2mm.



o5

I A FFME B DI 13— MRV BEE & B 5 IR O
ZRL, REFHEE Y O L 3B NS 2
B HERPERELT I H L. Z0 L)
L & 2R & BRI FHEDY ) O BIRGRAE I 3Ll
LTROLND Z LD, SEAITHIM L 7 ba FHES)

MOARBEICICHIEHITRREEZONTE. Ll
7 A OB R T, BRAEROETY

BIPRS00, 20 AL, BEE O
HORERE, —RNRMEE L 3R 5 m0%<
RZFohsd. IhoofiE, » 25 LTOMERE
GRIEIZTR 2V EICHE L2 TS| &
MT&D. INFT, KABISIHED 5 NG DZE
i, [ (5 KIDFHNCHFR] THLHh0 L9
WIRREINDETH o7z Lo LENROEELZ
IEL S HET 5121, BRSO FREICEDL S 2
A bR, FOWEIHMRRE LToiksE, B
X B EREEO WMDY, EEIEERR UL OB %
GERPBELTWLI LV EETHRETH L.

EiF

A ILATIFE S 534S - RIS TS
TV URIT A [HAFORFEEELEZEZ L] ITB
WTERPLEBRL2NEZ T L0, L) aslzn
ZEERB L OCHRE OB ORHEMZ 72D TH
L. WYy RIT MR ZS 5 72K B &
CMEAMIRES AR ZBILERICKNO# B+ £ T
L. Rk L0BIIHTzoTIE, HEREZRBEOYF
IR, fbamife s aimERZBERO/NMEE—RIZZ
A B 72 A E TH DGR, SFILEE
WICIEKREEH I A Y FE2THWZ, DL 21285
AL L RiF 5.
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