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Origin of turtles based on new fossil record

Ren Hirayama*

Abstract
Recent discoveries of the Triassic stem turtles such as Odontochelys and Pappochelys seem to

support an ontognetic scenario that chelonian shell was formed as a result of association of both carapacial

(dorsal vertebrae and ribs) and plastral

(pectoral girdle and gastralia) elements, with prominent

reduction of distal portion of dorsal ribs. Although Eunotosaurus africanus, a small amniote from the
Permian of South Africa, has been recently proposed as ancestral to turtles, this taxon has its own
uniquely derived defensive body structure, exclusively depending on dorsal ribs, not probable as an

ancestral form to the turtle body plan.
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1. FU®IC
B A, FOHFE D ITHIE R AR A IR
EORMBEBRAETREIND Z D%\, H AHHITHS
NDHEIL, AEFMEER M e LEH
(WM LR R B EEHE) P L TR EN/b D
THY, MigEfHBoRMEEZE) 2P L TV
(Kuratani et al. 2011). F72304E127% - TH AFHDH)
WAL & NI HT 2 EE WA WY EoF Al
RA3dH o 72 T Odontochelys 759 E & N E O #
= (B9 28200005 4E01) & 0 Falia o b FAH
A AHE L THE SN EIEEETH -2 (Liet
al. 2008). ¥ 512, KA vodhii=&84 (& 2 #4000
JFAEHT) 25 Pappochelys H3 X 1) 350810 7 LB B
H AL L TR S 7z (Shoch and Sues 2015). %
72, BT 70 OEAELRN 2 (B 2 5600077
AERD) DB REM T A/ AU Eunotosaurus % b 71
HHOMLIE TH 5 & A7 AESRB S Tw
% (Lyson et al. 2013; Bever et al. 2015, 2016; BJoyce
2015). A Tix, D EomAEWFAFMAICOWT
HEOH 2 &R T 5.

2. ZEMOIRENH AFHICDONT

Odontochelys \Z B\ Tlix, BEARDIEHAGE L T
L. AR EnThoFEZLREETO R > T
5720, WEMEIZRRD SNBv. LehS o TIEES 5
OWBEIFTTICHELTWAEEZSND (K1),
FEER L TIEAE L SNTW 5%, BEH I I
DAL R RTS8 E L CTB Y, BBk
F1Z Proganochelys 7x B DO H AL TH S (K
1). M)y, EHOBRIIAEETHY, BRI
7 EREBOBEZRIIREL TV D, BRIEB WIS
LTBLT, TOMIIZRERERIEDOLNS (K
2 :Lietal 2008). F 7z, Witk IO
EEONDZPAIROFWATED IS,

Pappochelys Ti&, WM 2ShE & RPILTBY,
BERD B 28 A L CHCIR D BEH AR S 112 LLET O IKTE
WZhbEEZ2HN5 (K2 : Schoch and Sues 2016).
HAMEIZ IZ BRI 22 255k > CTB Y, ARG o Bk L
BRI Tz E 25N 5 (IK2; Schoch and
Sues 2015).
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1. Odontochelys semitestacea D5 (fEmE%ER : IVPP
V13240). BRBRGEAMENRIEZEL TV B Z LITER.

Eunotosaurus Pappochelys

3. Eunotosaurus [ZDW\T

Eunotosaurus africanus Seeley, 1892 &, M7 7V %
ORI AV AR (8 248 6 T-T54ER) DOFERUE
M oL N BRI (B E (35K T H20cm)
TdhY, NI TIEEIHES N TL (M3, 4;
Lyson et al. 2013). A2 BT 5 KOWBIE, §ifk
TN ROFERIZIEAS - 72 Wi Tdh 4. Hike=e i
FOLI0EFI4 L HEFEEOPTIEH > Th%
. Watson (1914) &, il #& O B D & ARFl A
A% (H) oflEEchsrLrxitiEB L7 Cox

(1969) 1%, MERBEARZL &&2BED S 3 WITHITH
L7295 2T, AL A AHOEMESNEICEE DD
ThHY, EFEORMKEABREIRD SNV E FELL.
51T Lee (1993) 1%, BB DOIRED &AM AGFHAL
L7-HSHOMETHALERHEL WA i,
Lyson et al. (2013) &, Eunotosaurus O ilJif15 o> Rk Wt
WA TFRITHAHZ &7 EOFHAS, Odontochelys %
Proganochelys 7z & =B ORI A A L DA IR
ERETHLELTHABOMEETHL AL L
7z. Bever et al. (2015) &, Eunotosaurus D¥HFIZDH
B A EDIFIRERETBEPBOONL L LT
5.

Lyson et al. (2013) %, Eunotosaurus @ 2 FEAIZJE
MEPRDOENE ELTWEY, ZNSIEMAZRA

Odontochelys Proganochelys

2. ZEEDIREMH X FE & Eunotosaurus DIEtEHE (F@EEL). Schoch and Sues (2016) & Lyson etal. (2013) (Z& 3.
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BROBIITET, MG L EMMOEREZHEL T
LUBEMENRTRETE v, i)y, BEXEEAD HHTK
POERIIIEME EBEbNEFERENBFE 572 Y
4). Eunotosaurus TlX, JiHE D

o (X3,

2 cm

3. Eunotosaurus africanus D127 (BMNH R1968 : &
). [t ER S HOFMBFrRESNATVS. BIIEE
Bhh2B5ERIERYES40.

d

Mg I K TFHMOMEEIRBOONE I L0 b,
Lyson et al. (2013, 2016) 25F5E9 % X 9 MO
WEEFEL TP EZ 515 (Cox 1969).
BXEEARIZB VTS, AL OB % ff¥E LT
W ZERHASATHE (K3).

4. BREER

Odontochelys % Pappochelys 73 ¥ = &% ORI
AFICH SN AIE L, H AHOBFEIERICBWTE
W OFE LWIENEITT 5 L v, AN R
WCHDWTRIBSNARFHZIFEL TR L b

(Nagashima et al. 2009). 7=72L, Pappochelys 737
BUCH AFTH 208 ) P FIZFIEAEE > TS
T, SHROBERLPEENLETH S ).

Eunotosaurus X2, —&ALD Pappochelys, Odontochelys
7 ERRER A AU E L TR S B I E AR R,
NEE 5 2 55fE, REoiEs, REHoT) 74
% &% OMEEIWIC S INBGELOFE R L LTED S
N3O THY, &) bIFEHFELFHLEETlERW

(Jenkins 1970). Z 7z Eunotosaurus @ i} & 3% {7 %5
BTHICHMHEELTEY, FAMBETERYEGIE
FFRDHNL R E, ZEROBREI S AR L T
ZHERZ->TW5.

a b C

e

5 cm

4. Eunotosaurus africanus OFR{FEE4% O 3D Elf& (BMNH R4054). a : ZAfAIEE, b : wifE#l, c: Afl
mEl, d: EZROEEE, e FEE. FMERMBITHELIHRL WS Z EITEE.
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DEEHBELTE DD E, Eunotosaurus 1IN
DA% FH L SEE SR 7 A O BRG] % i 2 TB
D, AXABHONDR T4 - 77 v OMERE IR
0 27255 T2 HETE DS .

EiiE
S. Chapman K (BMNH), Li Chun f# -+ (IVPP)

B X " Wu Xiaochun f#4: (the Canadian Museum of
Nature in Ottawa) (ZIZ{LAEROBEIZH 7 KE
BUMEEC o 7z B PEL (RIS E Y
i) WL ABEROMELZ FEo Twiziniz. &
A B (BMESIIZERT), RHEIEFIE L (RE R
VEEHKY), B X O Igor Danilov i+ (Zoological
Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences) (21
HABORFIZEHLTHEELZI A Y P wniinr.
R ORIKKE) 121d Eunotosaurus @ R
WA L Cniz72niz, PLEoF 2 IZE Lz L
LFFBRETHS.
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