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Terrestrial vertebrate fossils from the Kobiwako Group
— Their significance for the Pliocene-Pleistocene fauna of Japan —

Keiichi Takahashi*

Abstract

The history of research of the Kobiwako Group is reviewed, including the fossils occurring in
each formation, and the significance of the vertebrate fossils (excluding fish). The first report of
vertebrate fossils from the Kobiwako Group was a fossil elephant (Stegodon orientalis) that was found
in Otsu City and described by E. Naumann in 1881. Lists of the terrestrial vertebrate fossils of the
group were published in 1979 and 1991, which made it possible to more fully appreciate the vertebrate
faunas of the Kobiwako Group. Fossil vertebrates from the lowest Ueno Formation are species that
are thought to have lived in warm climates, and these are the same as those of the Ajimu fauna reported
from Oita Prefecture, Kyushu Island. In the Gamo Formation, deposited during a period of declining
global temperatures, well-preserved elephant (S. aurorae) fossils belonging to the same individual were
excavated in 1993, and these are now mounted as a whole skeleton. A recent comprehensive paleoenvironmental
survey at the site revealed that during this time there were cool temperate mixed forests consisting
of coniferous and deciduous broad-leaved trees. Other vertebrate fossils, including elephants and deer,
have been reported from the Katata Formation, the upper formation of the Kobiwako Group. The age
of the Kobiwako Group has been established by tephra and paleomagnetic stratigraphy, and vertebrate
fossils discovered from it are extremely valuable as they show a transition of the fauna spanning four
million years.
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ErbERAIN I3 oy LAV T, o
HARZHMA OSBRI Y yIba LIRS YD
Palaeontograhica s |2ty L7z, €Dk, 1950410
EniL, VLA R o 72 HARS S O A Jg e 25k
DT, g HS W 7 T B R B E 0 7 AL A
TG o—ie LCfibhsz (B 1959 5 il Hh
1965 ; Tkebe et al. 1966). B Uk o <2 vy FE T g 1
OFEHBWALAEN T LD SN/ D DI (1959),
TSR - AR (1974) 128 5. 19794E1CIdRE B ML B Ak
EM OB L > T, T E TEEBNELTE
REan Tk EFfEmwitarzeoon, 2
19914 IIX1979E DG OLUET E LT, Wik R
Wpsi S e (R - YR 1979 0 AR 1A 1991).
NS DG & o THEEN RO LB
OB D! D D X 927 o 7z, 19804F48 LRI
&, CKIKKE T %2 SR BRE R BB & v o 7o H
AROMREMN 28 — Ao Mg & b FEE M g A3
Wahs X514, FHEBWILAOERRE IO
TOEmz TbNIz. FNbid, Vo bh % HbiC
s, WWhELL Yy a2 A (Stegodon
shinshuensis zone), 7 7 K J ' 74 (Stegodon aurorae
zone), ¥ HV'74i (Mammuthus shigensis zone), b7
I w (Stegodon orientalis zone), F 7 < ¥
% (Palaeoloxodon naumanni zone) 2ESHN7z (Kamei
1984 ; f3F 1985 ; fEHF 1983 ; HEEF - fa Sk 1993). fi
B (2010) 13, SR S5DVT ORI OREHER
ZOoWT, Yy ayVoifilEIntnicy v iay
VY a7 S. shinshuensis (5.2 Ma) & I TV S.
miensis (4.3 Ma) 2, ¥72, 7R/ VomiaEin
TWhey %7 R HEUFES. aff. aurorae (2.3
Ma) &7 4 KRV S. aurorae (1.8 Ma) 2 L 721%
», YAV ELTWEbDE I NRIT Y TY T Y
Mammuthus trogontherii (12 Ma) & L CTfko72. ZD
EV Y THSH My Iy S orientalis (0.6 Ma),
F =< ' P.onaumanni (0.35 Ma) (Z2OWTIEHH
DEFIX 0o 7.

—75, 19884EICHIVENH&x (BUE, Wik o
BN OME 2 51, RO I v o E MEEHO -2
BALA IR S A T bz (BRIFIEAH 1989 ;
FRMIDEM A TR 1995). ZOFHE S >0t
LC, 20tk WEEMEHICET 2 LA OHA
HBE S N7z, WEBEIEEES S O R IZoWT
DOERFOF Lo, [F (2016) B X OFH (2017)
B S TWw AR, Zhickiug, ShF ce0fipr
D EoE s R I N TW 5, ZORBEHIZOWTI,
MFLEE LCE, Vo, MRS (OrE), YA
25, FNRMHEE LIy s I N TS (|
#2016, 2017). TNHOHT, FEllh-> CTHHT

A FORPMEAPRRLEND L) 72025EH
ENbETHD (FWF 2016, 2017 5 A A 2011,
2016). IS REPLADOIZEIX, R EFHEOILA
POLONWMEM I EELIOTHY, 5%, WEED
DETHH LTV ZEPERETH S.

3. HEBHEBEOSHEMILE

UTIZ, W22 U251 <, ToiElfbhz
WBR5.

(1) LBE - FEBOMK

#9440~320 7 4FR1. BAEIZILIR T % & i 12 m R
7 %M & o 72 (Lisiecki and Raymo 2005). It

(2004) 1, EEFERAEEOMYILAEZ T LD LT
T, TNFEFTCOHEICH - 2EREINZ, 2 ORMRIZ
X252l S A L NH E LTWh, HRENEHORKR
TRIALET 2 I E O OR L 1L, HEG 25
WIZHTTHAT LIS RN, IV =
V, AXHTIY, AL ay, Aykafy, av
Sy, XAV, THAVEE, I FhED
RO D S HATIIR 72 55 T d > 7RI B R LT
WIRE S Z DRI T2 & ZIR L 7.

29 L7 0bR 7 5 & I Lo Wi A3 % - T\ B B
T, BELEW-D IR KR I OB B AV R
LCWzZ eAMLAER LM 5. ZORE»HIE,
AL LT, IV TOHBRHKRO—, W18
DFRE, YHFOMPWE, [ 7 Y VHEOTHYE, ¥
FFHOEF O &, FREEE LTidy =
FOHBLTHE, Ry R VERNF T AFORER L
EFREN TS (A - Bl 1995 ; Kawamura
et al. 2009 ; FAR (T A 1991 ; 44 - Bl 1998).

I TV S miensis 1%, PEILHASHERINE Y
¥ AF = S zdanskyi itk EEZSNTEDY

(Saegusa 1996 ; ¥ 2010), 4FICEFILETH P4
fAAEDOROKS2 Ma bR INTwE Yy
73’77 8. shinshuensis D % A TIEARRL B IEAIE T =
W HF XA IR D %95.3 Ma O SR LT 5 i
1LfAlE, FE3IRFABOBEBISHTHY VF v AF—
VOOERORIZETNDL Z L9 5, Saegusa et
al. (2005) 129 LERE Y F v AF =V L L,
M (2010) IV ERPILTCY y Yy ay Yyl
A TS, ZHUCH L CHIEEMERE o L8 EH» 5
HRHINTVBEIRAFOERIZIZETHD, 2R
HEEBOBEERTIENLL IV EFATHS

(fE%7 2010).

Ry, ZEmRE 2 i 2 RN #&
L eI, Vs, YA, vAB, =8
FMOHEREPHREEIN TS ([ 2016). 45121993
EIZRR ST ZHORMEALE, BB HERT B



5i b S T E W iAo T b e (IEBIEBMEL
AT 1996).

(2) FWILE - FERE

#1320 5 4ETT ~260 7 4EHT. OB SIE A v Ry
HOFESLEHKRO—F, T=Hom, YHHEOED
FoA Y VEHOBR R EoftaR G I N TWS
JTH B IBRIEAD 1991). OB, FTORAIC
Wl U TSRS 5 EFFICEL roTnoal &
o, BELEEMOILABRONLZ Vv E R
LNBD, EEICH 2 OBRROBFHEIWLAIEH F
DEHLTWin,

JEPMbATE, U, A, o, U=, b
VR EPERER TS (R 2016).

(3) BEE

#2605 SEFT~180 T 4EHT. S DHHUA 13, H A
OHEE, ToHOW, TIrXR)VIOEGEERH
W, YAHOEGEREEOARBRENATVDS
(RARRIZ A 1991 5 /NPh - FH 1994, BT3RIZ A 1994 5
ZENBEZRH S 2017).

TRV OEGEKIE, BEMNOGHRICAE S
BT TA 519934E 125 sz (N - 5 H
1994 ; FEIZA 1995). ST 7K VT O3 R
Jl2 5%, YABOEHEKR T ZHOW, H A%
DFEIFERENR TS, ZOERICOVWTIE, E4E
WAERAEI TDON, KK FOWZEH 5190~180
JAERT &R Sz (BT 2017). 72, femMba®
KK DI REDN S AT LI L TRAL T aTD
BB AR 5 T2 R, ERLE D51
TrE, aFIHE, S VE /I YREN, kA
WhHE7FHE, %, I FREOEEL
BERIAE 2 Tz 2 LAY Sz (KIBE 2 2017 ;
WINE 2 2017). S0 & 9 S50 & % BEIL TR R
T HHEE SN B, BAOLENELE H %
DhbLEVWRBETHo72EEZLNRL. 22h5
1, BIMEADER SN TSR, ZRoiEH A Ho
b WEEO b O LS (I 2017).

(4) BHEE

WA O LMIE, WIINKOERRESH L5, 22
oMb E SN Tw v, JEEO X 52 L
WA 13007 4E 1T ~50 /5 SEFT OB E 25 5. S DJF
2SI, VYEHOHER FTHYE, Tofhofko
B, OVAHEOM, v VEHO SR THE, A X3
HoOY s EofbAPERIN TS (Hiki 1915 ;
Kawamura and Iida 1989 ; #3132 1991 ; HAF I3 A
1982). V'R, 2FEAEHLTBY, H70J54F

MBOBA»S L H ¥~ T RV 7 Mammuthus
protomammonteus %5, F 72%160~50/7 R D b I
737 Stegodon orientalis D3FERENT WA, AhI <V
FEAYV L, BELH T Archidiskodon paramammonteus

(Matsumoto and Ozaki 1959) & S7=A%, ZOHIH
7 Elephas shigensis (Kamei 1966) X M. paramammonteus
B %\ M. protomammonteus (KIF 1978) & X7z
ZEd DD, WA TIE M. torogontherii \Z[F) %€ L 72t
HLHDH (E - A 2007). LAL, BN e T
VFVEROV YL, 2—-F YT RETRES T
% M. torogontherii & ) \Z/NEIT, WEHCELA A 72 W E
FICH DL, WIROGREDE TR &b KB
DraTrT) Uy E3REED B\ IFPIHAE L TRE
E# 2515 (Kitagawa et al. 2014 ; Takahashi et
al. 2017).

KAENHEED M7 377 LA, ARHRINIC
FERENIZHDT, HIBLALIITFYIVIlEoT
RSN TH5 (Naumann 1881). Z DRFAL
MO INDL T AHE LTI, 7 X% T H Cervus
kazusensis 3 E SN TWS  (HF T2 1982).

REMbATIE, VYo, A8 AR EESh
TBY, YA HORRFLAVEAIN TR NS
DI B, ZORPMLAE DG ST % DIXFLIR
v (FFIE A 2011 5 FRAT 2016).

BEEO LI, FRIEND LA, ZIh5iE
FHEBI ORI IE SN Tn .

(5) EREHETEMDRFK
BEMOWIOL BN RIS FEN DK 51,
INFTF Y~ OHEERLY LA A7 IR S
NTWwb., 209 b 2 NoMFEbA B X OtEibn &
JEpE L 720 O ERIE L 22 v AMSYC4E 1L,
34,000~25,300 yrBP T& - 7= (tJIF A 2009 : HAF
2015). TS DEMRIE, Fy<r VY OMBL (%
FEEIE L 22 WAEAL T23,0004E 55, Iwase et al. 2011)
IGEVEERTH Y, — S S BB SN EATE
LCHETH .

4. BROEH—FHEOSHMIE L HEBTHBEHOL
HEEMtR

HAFEIX, 7Y7KEOHRMIAEYT 2 EETH
b, Z0z, HARYVEOBWHOEZEIZBWTII,
KPeL OBEMIZ X Z2EHIRENREETH L. TORA
V— ML, SN CERHTAEL—F, WL
FEfb L7220y FilZ a5 00— b, mh SHERGE
ERHT AV N ERNEZLNDD, LDbIFFEL
LN R EMBTELWEDPS DNV — FATH ARG O fE
B —EIRHOBIH OBV TR EETH - 72



(Iwase et al. 2015 ; 4% 2007 : Takahashi and Izuho

2012). X512, HIURIE, IR TOEBEDORY
U A SN2 TH B D%, HARG B D R
FICHREETH S 2 L1, WERBBEO KL L 5
EREOEBELZITRTWETOH 72 Lo
T, ZNUTHE ) WWAHOZAL S SHEEC, FAIARAT 5
LREAMEOEHY O AL ST, TOBMEHETL2HE
OB b MIROMFE L LTREL B2 22k
PHEE S NS,

ZHOZ EMS, EfE (2007) % Takahashi and Izuho
(2012) Tlx, KBl ORGSR RABEZBEL,
HAF B o fitgr — B o WiFLSEEM 258 11 (B
500~350J74FH), &5 2 M (#9350~240754F4i), £ 3
M (B9240~170 5 4E40), 48 (1705 4w~ 3
1E) W27z 1IN, KB L HARBEAE S )i
JeEB~ At - RN (H AR EVE i) T
Z LTw72 (Koizumi 1992 : JbA) - AKIT 2004) W)
THY, THIHAE L D HEET, IO IR
VRCAE BT 2207 & b HARIZIE 94 LT
Wz TdH 5 (Suzuki and Manabe 1982 ; Sohma
1986 ; Momohara 1994). Z @ [E4& % i > T i 2757
HOBWAHARIZHIERL Tz (E15 - LAk
2001).
WEREMREN o LEERpEE oI, 2
I L7zRRmE R M ER L T gt D
NEHVZLEMAHTHS. HELERTH HH
350 ERI D F & F o 7 bfiid, EWNY SRS
g DB (EfG - JbAkdi 2001) & =@ IR
OZERAEWEOBEBRBL A5 b MEIN TS
(IR 2014). o oFHEBILATEEIT X <M
PLTHBY, —HOBHLEZORRIZT R ED
ML SHHARIZE THA L T2 &by
b, ZDH L, FARNROBRL 2 B8RS N -8
g FeobkEswitn#] L8800 shi (B
2001). =N ok, I VY, A48 -4k
ORIFFHEE 70 a5 A VBIO Ty =50 2/
HhroBbTZHE AvEY, NFHA, FFTI<
A, AN IHFFAREDH A, %L DEHED
LA SRR SR TWD. ZnbiE, BAEOHER I
POWET VT TS 2 WIS 2 A%
iLTW5S.

H2M oM A350FERICIE, ThE ThivTw
HAEAG S FiEEToRREE ORI N
(Koizumi 1992). 2O HE G L7228, Z Ok
1232005 41, 29077 4E 0T, 24005 4T ORI IS E 4
wYIN, KB L OEBHIIHE AR 2 5 — Vi B
WTRALRELRIREPH Y RINLEZ LTS
(Kitamura and Kimoto 2006).

AERIE, RN L BT 2 KIUERET D
WG VE 2 R TR A RE O ZERITHEW L, W s
Rt & Wi OFEHE Bl - W15 &) BB L o
2SN TS (HE 1993). BZ25 L 2O
Wi, wCHENRBBEALL TWHARSIEIZBWT
3. BB ERRICE T2 2R/ TEXT, AfE
DFEGAZL > THIRLZZDD W eEZOENS
P, ZOROMFEILA & L TR I T 2 HliH
3% <R, BARMZREEI 5 012 % o TV 2\,
COXS BT, H1IIMCHAFBICARLL TWZE
DEEN4 A= PMVEL HEREOVIHOI Y
Stegodon miensis |3 FEHALICHT 2, BBEALIZ#ES LT
2 A — MIVHIBO/NEAL L 727 7 R 7 V' S. aurorae
NEEAT LI ETHEA LT THL LR DR
. CORMDAT IR NET R I I~NE/NE
T AW\ HEOBBEIIOERALTEY, MK
(2010) 1, # 3 KHBOBEEAS S. shinshuensis : 8 &,
S. miensis © 9 ~10F%, S. aff. aurorae : 11¥¢, S. aurorae :
12~13fCThH b L L7z S miensis & S. aurorae D[
&, FEEF (2010) TUE S, aff. aurorae & LT 5475, Aiba
et al. (2010) X TNz /NFF 7TV S, protoaurorae
EIECY, WL LCTHfioTWwWh, wWERIZL T, K
BECAERBLTWY ¥ Y AF =V I BHANEOHT
FIs OB 2 L 2056/ E L Two 72#ft 2 i b
ZLENTED.

ZORARIE, WEENEECIIMILE, HEREOR
TH B, Z ORRLOBWAAIIHGE L7z & 9 12N
WYL, T A TR .

853 (F9240~170774ER0) 1%, HARFETE 5 i
2B B KBE & OBEEAT2405 4E TR0 19015 4E R L2 I 72
NHZENHD, ZORHLREVIERATr — L Twni
BAZELGERREBE T2 2 b b
(Kitamura and Kimoto 2006).

Z ORI T HERBU C R ORI e RIEH L DS
AZZERMBENTW ALY, Momohara (1994) 1,
KBREHE ORI OWFFEDL S, ZORHOKEEZE
ZE ORI I TEZTE O LMD IR 7 A T
HolbBL TS, ZOX ) RAMBEICE > TKREE
TR BT OB 72 51356 1 I8 2 IR L C
EHICMTFTAZET, PEP - ERICIZE D
Y- b ER L CW e EZ 5N 5205, HAYEE
FHiH a2 CENOPZHAYEICHER L. £hb
X, YARTTIIIRD AT, v RVFI—)
HRELMIENTWDL Y HEHTH L5, FHMLBRE
FroMIIKEORTHIHEH O ILPE B TR, BRYEEE
H, WALARHBE R EPSERIN TS, JERL
-6, E2WHh 5 BARNNETHEE K-> T 7-fl
(L2375 R /YY) LvsLillesTIOD



R OB ZREL L7722 E 2 b5,

AT T EER A AR R A 51, 19934E12
F—EADOF L F ST R Vo Ihi. H
NTHRREINTWDL T 7R VIV IEROFT, Kb
HEBALOZ WRIRTH 5 (NTE 2000, 2005). & D
8 % DRI T 2 iE ShTwnds, a8
DERBICHATON, ZOFRETLONHR Z OME
HIZowTiRBR5hTwa (MG 2000, 2005). 7
7R OEHEEEICE, SEITOE), LR
B (R - 4211 1975) Rl (AT - BEA
1983 5 B HIZ 2> 1991 5 =HE13 A 1991), ¥Rl
O EEEA 1978 5 JIARIZ D> 1988) 2 BIER &7z
ERIZE>THITbhTwh, LZEEARIL, T
ENLTIrR)TIORETIREVDY, ZOHERE (2
OWGEIRE»SEPHOTHHRE THOES) 1 2m
WICHEILEN, ZoVvyRy kLT ETH
HZEPMZA HEOWMBEHIZH SN S L ITA
(Epifrontalonasal fossa) (X ARFEIZAER L TWizHH%G
HMeEzObNLYF A F -y bditmhlt
(Saegusa 1987) 2056, KEEIZABLTWAEY ¥R
FVUOBHARIZWEY, EHERITTIIRY, &5
WCENHP/NUL L CT 7y R Vol holzeEZz o0
Twb (Aiba et al. 2010, ¥ 2010). 77 R/ V'
1359200~100/74F F 2 O T WL B i~ R 2 F C
FRINTBY, Z0AEEBRBIIO VTR, wiop
DT R 7 DI TR E OWEA D L b7 A
RS BT B LA R RALA % & O R S
NTBY, ZHITTB 258 L ARG 083
B ERLTEM ORI TH o728 sNTnwD (AR
JEBRE A TSP 1995 5 & WA A b4 583
PAEE] 1994).

FAWTH D700 Fui LLEE, T E TORME
TR E SRR, SN H A IV 5 38 A3 5 Ik
& LTI L, ORI i K e 25 ) o) 5528 TR K A )
OB H I EBIER SN TV TH S
(% H - ABF 1994 ; Kitamura et al. 2001 : Kitamura
and Kimoto 2006). FERGHEEL & 4172 e ] U 1 BT
IIE S 5 7228, GRS N5 BEICH 72 7%
TR ORI KENSH Y, BAEILL TV LERD
WM BEE G272 LEZ oD, fEk, SR
B LMW paf ST & 2oi%, KBEE
DRI o7z b JITH - WREDSER L, Zh
LARELE L2720 ThbEEZLND.

MAFIEA (1989) LAy (1990, 1998) &, miHE
B2 & P HE 200 T, RIS B A AR AT
L, s iz, TIPS HAE O R
fiLZ-oTBY, MAEMOBETIEHNE LTS, F
7z, BIEH AT B K EED © OB 0 I K A3

o 7272002, TR OB O FE DS E D
FEHIEMIANT VD ELL. ZDXEI BRI END,
UGB R, D7 RENRE, B B & o KEED
5HARNORBEOWERZ TR Lz 17007 4551 LR
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LaabE GRFETIEIREIrOHMEEIN TS b T
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T 2010). LA L, Kitagawa et al. (2014) % Takahashi
et al. (2016) TiF, ThHIFKEDOD DKL T,
ANEV TSR R0 A 0 W B 5 135, RO T
REARLZLZEZWLMIILE. R, oI
KEMDBHADOHTHEAILL TWBIREZRL TN
DEODBITHLEEZOND.

160 4ERT A S0 LERT DR 51%, HAFED
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HAFISICHIIL, 2okl EzoNns.
BEMNBECBVTY, ZoRIZEryay R
7 VHOALADSHRE SR TWBIED, T A O LML
A LIRS R SNz (A 2016). 1 FHo LB LA
1, #36077 4E T A S K505 4 HIT F T ERE Y 12
(FF 2017) LTWB I RS, 29 L2
DENWAHO HARIZ BT 2 MR S %3 2 LEN D
HDNH LN,

MIS 11& %\ i& MIS 100RICF <= v Rt
F 0 T ECEMREIER LoD R iR, W
W & e L C H AT B SISk U 7= 7= 2 g e L e
POLNTVEV, ZORNIZIE, FTETHYOM
HALDWHEAZEEZ NS, TO—FT, MIS 438
LOMIS 2 Lo zg8miiicik, #nFchlonsk
Mo leH Y e RHT AR5, AWM
WCECTESLLABECHEIE LY EAY Y, AT Y
B, NV ERECEMREOWERD D o 7278, HEE
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72HThb.
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