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Fossil footprints from the Plio-Pleistocene Kobiwako Group,

and characteristics of modern footprints

Yoshiaki Okamura*

Abstract
A summary of the fossil footprints from the Plio-Pleistocene Kobiwako Group is given, together

with the results of surveys of modern footprints in Southeast, South and East Asia. Five kinds of

footprints, namely elephants, rhinoceroses, artiodactyls (considered to be deer), crocodiles and birds (similar

to large cranes or storks), are dominant in Plio-Pleistocene sediments, including the Kobiwako Group.

This is because elephants, deer and rhinoceroses are large animals that can make well-defined and

deep footprints due to the large load per unit of ground area. Additionally, as they walk, the fore and

hind feet of these animals step on the same place, deepening the footprints. Crocodiles and birds also

tend to leave footprints with well-defined toes and claws because their toes are narrow.
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