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Review of recently established new species of
fossil whales from Hokkaido, northern Japan:
virtuous cycle in museum activities
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Abstract

Recently establieshed three new species of baleen whales (Taikicetus inouei, Miobalaenoptera
numataensis and Archaeobalaena dosanko) from Hokkaido, Japan are introduced in this manuscript in a
view of museum study. Such named specimens are valuable not only in paleobiology, but also in museum
study. Once they were named and displayed at the museums, they can be more popular by mass
communication. More and more, they can be exhibited, illustrated, reconstructed and published in
popular science books and so on. Creating a virtuous cycle leads increasing efficiency of museum
activities including paleontological research. We summerize these examples here, but are still working
on our business.
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