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Abstract

The xenocypridine fishes were important elements in the Neogene freshwater fish fauna in Japan together with cultrine
and cyprinine fishes, but they are not distributed in Japan now. The xenocypridine fishes adapted to large and shallow lakes
and large rivers seemed to become extinct during the Pleistocene with the tectonic movement which deepened Lake Biwa.
The finding of their pharyngeal tooth remains from the Early to Middle Jomon Period (3,500 - 7.000 years ago) leads to a

conclusion that their extinction become newer.



