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Coral diseases with special reference to tumors

YAMASHIRO Hideyuki

Abstract

Coral diseases have been increasing significantly over the last decade and some of them caused high mortality.

In this paper, the chronic coral diseases with identified pathogens are reviewed briefly, and the recent studies on

coral tumors which have been emerging around Okinawa Island, Japan are described. Tumors exhibit more or less

bleached (loss of symbiotic unicellular algae) hemispherical protuberance in shape without tissue degradation, but

recent outbreak around Okinawa seems to be catastrophic for local coral population.
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