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Extinction and reintroduction of Ryukyu-ayu in Okinawa Island

in the middle of the Ryukyu Archipelago, southern Japan

SAWASHI Yasumasa

Abstract
Ryukyu-ayu in Okinawa Island in the middle of the Ryukyu Archipelago, southern Japan, was examined

through a series of ecological survey in order to analyze its morphological and genetic variations from an aquatic

resource viewpoint, Here, I describe (1) the history of extinction and reintraduction of Ryukyu-ayu in Okinawa

Island, (2) identified problems with the process of reintroduction, and (3) the present condition of wild and

reintroduced populations based on genetic analysis.
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