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Fossil footprints of a large tetradactyl mammal from the Lower Miocene
in Hizen-cho, Karatsu city, Saga Prefecture, western Japan
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and KAWANO, Takashige*™*

Abstract

A large number of ichnofossils have been found in the geological section, corresponding to the
Nojima Group of the Lower Miocene, in Hizen-cho, Karatsu city, northern Kyushu, Japan. These
footprints seem to be of a large tetradactyl mammal not previously reported in Japan. Fossil
footprints of elephants, rhinoceroses, crocodiles, birds, and artiodactyls such as deer are also present
on the bedding plane of the same horizon. The footprints reported herein are wider than long, with
four toes that are nearly symmetrical, while the track is characterized by an extremely short stride
and wide tread. Judging from the size and shape of the footprints and tracks, the trackmaker would
probably be a desmostylian or a tetradactyl nonruminant artiodactyl.
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Fig. 1 Geological map with locality of ichnofossils
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Table 1 Stratigraphy of the Nojima Group near the locality
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Fig. 3 Close-up of a track composed by six footprints Fig. 4 Close-up of a track composed by seven footprints
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