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Fossil mandibles of baleen whales in huge concretions of the Middle Miocene,
Oga Peninsula, Akita Prefecture, Northeast Japan

Kazuo Nagasawa'®, Akira Watanabe? Hiroyuki Sawaki®, Hitoshi Watanabe! and Takayuki Kawabe®

Abstract

We reported three mysticete mandibles in the Miocene huge concretions (13-12Ma), Unosaki
Coast, Oga Peninsula, Akita. Concretions were broken by weathering and wave erosion, and fossils
were exposed on the surface of the rocks. The fossils are now preserved in situ. Three mandibles were
large and sturdy with mandibular canals. Their cross-sections were similar to each other as follows:
flat on the medial, markedly bulging on the lateral, gentle curve on the dorsal and ridged on the ventral.
We compared the fossils with mainly extant species of Balaenidae, Balaenopteridae and Eschrichtiidae.
As a result, it was clarified that three fossils were most similar to the family Balaenidae, based on their
thick semicircle cross-sections with extremely bulge on the lateral. We estimated their body length
from the mandibular size, they ranged from 16 to 23 meters, including margin of error. We examined
balaenid fossil records of Japan, and the fossils of Unosaki were possibly the largest and oldest balaenid
in the Miocene of Japan.
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ROFHE =R, BEIRAEBANHR L TWE. 29
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B X BRARTH S0, MIELIREZ K &L
LC, BIREREZ EHR MR IC 2 b L 72,
MBI OWAEE, BHAIET HIERE Ll
BOPRAL VEE I NS, WA TRIBIIEEIIC
HET L MEHHADH > T, W2dEE~NETLTw5
ZFO7, B GEMM) A NNET L. WHERR
J& &)l @ B FILIK 2 @ B ESAT & g S h,
ZOMWINCTERERE, M@ 54T 5. o
TWREGOREILINEE SNz (B 1959),
AR RBIEORER 2 LIS TEHBREE T
% (B ZAH 2011), EHEsHmINzZLI2LD, W
JEDOBERA LEHABE L7 BRAHEOAERIZ,
34 (2011) 12X hiE123Ma ETH B

(2 arvy—arefth

WO RMoary ) —ya i, HRRE»S
N HT TORBIEE A+ m o H 210048 LA AEFE
L, WAREPIMIET L. ZoOMNBIEERY 4 7
YA TR S (PESIEA, 2017), NER R
EMS20F A %) b OPR0MER ST
. BALAIIKESRBELY, wiFnbide £z
S5ha. wfbaikaryrz)—varvyihoiRZEL, B
HOREDPLRFEREN TV, WLy KIEREE
FEEEOWBBTHY, MATL Y BEL CE Rt
LATHE. KEOFIZaY 7 ) — 3 yOJfHE
ZhHDBBEDL . L EIIFEWTHE R, Z2diRE
T AMEEA, N HET AERERT, 20
IIVBREEEW I A TOBENS . B (2023)
RPEHRIEA (2023, 2024) X, IV —Ya DK
W& LA OBBRICOWTER LTS, $72, H
PR R I & SRS OB B O MRS IZOWT,

ATH (2023) VHETEHED TN S.

ARIEOLA L, VHERRE L OR 2 o CEmiifat
Wb 3foar s ) —v 3y (Nol3, 68, 81) »
SRR EIN. Karr)—vavid, Nob8o g
I LTwv 575 Nol3k No8liditd < hThtE
MENTWAB. 72751, Nol3k No8loRsHinkiZ,
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RIFL7zarz)—varhs, Kovr sy oS
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(I3 TEE TR ORI A L v, T
P2, AMIPER s X S &M E R L,
BIERLRBANTH L. FTHkiZaryz)—va vy
I Do TRRKREL BB LS, HHUAW
THY, T FHWIHONIMIE TIOR8 H 5 A
THE LB E NG, THEFIMEOWMIETRE
<, TMHEY hgcHOT 5. THEOER»SILAD
ERIIFEALRVWEEZ NS, Wi W THETD
M THEOKRESSXVIMEET S L, THEEMH
POBRINKEICKREL 22 HEEH L 00, K
&7 UN13O FHE X, TSI W FEF AR
A RLTWwWAD., 29 L THEEOZEE, fiziE
Field et al. (2010) (2X 2% w2 Y5O THEKTEHD
HGHE 2 WRICBWTORENTE D, FbAOWH
BT FABEOE#AI RSN S (i 1999; Ei# -
M3 1994).
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Field et al. (2010) % &I 2 &, TFHBRIALEA
L EEZ bNS. NIOFOMmEI > 7)) —
Ta ryERELYAEBRL, THOERERSIVNKIEL
Twa (M5). WiaEEIZEMNET, THEEIAY
0 KRBT F 5 34.0cm, [HE31.0cm,
THEFEAESAcm, FMNAME6Acm, /N T A
THEE205cm, TFHEEME21.0cm, FEEAT A E9Scm.

(3) UN81 (ETFBERAE~PAIER: X6, 7)

KL -aryz ) —va Y hIicKB O TFHEE

(UN81) 75 0, BECIZIZTREOWIH % % 3
L. INKARRBERED D B A%, WIHTRE I ARAE S h
%, FHEBTHENE ARSI Tl o i & S
. WRIZANKRIBT 2 05 IRl c, ERIER R
BANLEELZRT. THEFIMEORMEL 2L,
TR L TRE L R L, Wl HME Y 2B
9%, ALAOERIZITE A LR, THENT Y2
)= a YN R KR E R B T &0 5B IATHT
HTHY, WEOWIMIE X OEEMOHENS,
THFEHAMESNG, THEOMMMNAKRE S %
Field et al. (2010) % & I#§ % &, T3 ORI
LR EZ bNS.

I TERI33.3cm, [HIR26.5cm, T EHE T ME AR
83cm, [AMNAMES4em, IS FRATE3Scm.

4. {LBEDOKRE

(1) TEEBE DS

BAovrs V8L, MEICIER T IEES
AR - THH ORF 2008 : FHEIZ A 20087 &),
T ORI R IR )7 OIS - T TG OFREDIE
L CEMRENZ2Z0N5. 7y VSHOTH
FRECHLTHLZENS, LA LTHRIES RS
FTWIETH 5. HERENICBW TS TEHBILA L
B CHRESNTBD ORF 32 1987 5 K 1995,
1999 ; KA 1997 5 KA - HEH 1995 5 K& - Hl 1994
RE), FlZOREBRNHFBIIOWTOIRFENTEL

(& 1994, 2004MS 7 &£). Lambertsen et al. (1995)
XT3 E ORI OWTOR 2 40%E 2 % RN
L, ZOMGERIEMN Zikame, Tl (2008) %
R - KA (2008) A3MTo 72 KA (2005, 2008) =
Kimura (2002) &, F#iE & B OELIZDO W
THRES L7z,

AR D & ) ZBEREWIIZED H 5. Field et
al. (2010) EHF Py 7 VIO TEHED QCT (E&M
IV ¥ a—FWEHEEE) ICXAOICE T, T
TR, R, EEAES COMBRMEEH S ML

Pyenson et al. (2013) ZBAEM LA EZxT4IZ, b
70 T 7O T O L RO E R EOBRIC
DWTOHOTHE A M) —%HKE L7 Bisconti and
Carnevale (2022) &, #ERovsr s YoM
LHHZER T T OWBEALO BRI % #ET L 7.

INLEEFZ N0, AREotazdidor s
A 27 ¥ 5 ¥ Balaenopteridae, 2T 7 7 ¥ I ¥
Eschrichtiidae, * X 7 ¥ 5 ¥} Balaenidae O #%ff & It
B 5. METNEIL, THEEOWRIRIZE & BiRofE
HCThHDH. F, T+ 3I 27 Y FF Neobalaenidae R
I 7 U 7 2 F} Cetotheriidae ( H 37 ik ~ 5 3 i ;
Boessenecker2013) & ®#ERIZOWTH BN 5.

HWREARO THITHOME L, M3 lErs (RLx
=i b O Lx, FTHE B4R Le x100%
Rl 1994) ICX->TFET. KW 7, 812, MK
BEROFHIMELZ £ 1, 2187, HEERIKOLB
. 213775 Balaenoptera bonaerensis (YPM6755),
£ 7327 V5 Bborealis (NMNS-M3536), >+ &
7 ¥ 9 B.musculus (NMNS-M29617) , % s 7 ¥ 5
Megaptera novaeangliae (NMINS-M&457), 227 7 I 5
Eschrichtius robustus (NMNS-M15940), &v ¥a 27 7
Y 9 Balaena mysticetus (TWM), £ 3 7 ¥ 5
Eubalaena japonica (TWM ; NMNS-M5153). NMNS,
7R AR 0 TWM, KTz < U o o
YPM, INTEEL L.

MrEAsae  HBAEARICOWT, TG ORI L O
Bz RCE DD, FHRAZIVIF (vu3xrry
VI, ATV TVT, vaFrHRIIT, P oY
F) &, PIASEE CHMI O dER 2 & EERAE 5 &,
MR OBIWIC % 5. SMIDB SR ETEI 7V FH
DLV, YaF A7 VTIINMER R D A,
FFRORTIINNDELD RO KE V. 377 VT
(227 77) & WHASFRERTIMI T A
HA, TR L BEZ KT 5. 2N OE
ABBRDNSV, LI VIR (AyvFarrvT,
LIZTT) L, NHIDSRRW S A, FRITIMURERA
WE S OO NHNDERDRDRE L. D7
O, WsEMEEZ I ENrH 5L, FHRAZY
THRIZ VIR LI R LS.

Ao 3LA DK X, W3 A2 THE
MRS O P~ = AR RS, €0
EREIEE I 7 VIR DD LR L IR S s
E2n, ABtofbAThArEEZ NS, —T, B4
LI 7 VIRTIIAMDL RS LA, KEofbha
WEPHIASEIRAR T, B2 E = AR E RS540 L
RRELDHDDD.
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B (MBS HAIE W K 1994) 2k > ThiRT %
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8. BELF IV SHEEROTHREOHEA (K& 2004MS & WIRE). HE TN TERNP AR, GRIFSE, EA»ER, ThH
BB # /) ¥. 1 Balaenoptera bonaerensis 7 B0 X > 7 2 < 5 (YPM6755), 2 Balaenoptera borealis 1 7 > 7 < Z
(NMNS-M3536), 3 Balaenoptera musculus 0+ H X2 <5 (NMNS-M29617), 4 Magaptera novaeangliae % k77 <5
(NMNS-M8457), 5 Eschrichtius robstus 17 7 5 (NMNS-M15940), 6 Balaena mysticetus kv 3775 (TWM),

7 Eubalaena japonica 37 <2 (TWM), 8 Eubalaena japonicat 37 <% (NMNS-M5153).

K1, BEETSFIOSBER/BETHEBCADHAMBENLE. FSIEH8 ERAUEAERT. H THRNEE W, THEODIE ; RLx
HEMABAES (= Lx TEEEERD 5> DIERE Lc THEBEME X100%) ; BL, BFOFE.
BL
No. AR H (em), W (ecm), RLx (%) (cm)
1 zu3irr2v5 (YPM6755) H159 W 83 (44%) H165 W 86 (48%) H 168 W 84 (53%) H 172 W 83 (58%) 816
2 A7v 7Y (NMNS-M3536) H214 WI126 (46%) H241 W 134 (54%) H256 W 132 (63%) H296 W 126 (71%) 1432
3 YuFHArYT (NMNSM29617) H 385 W 259 (40%) H 407 W 263 (46%) H426 W 273 (53%) H452 W 278 (60%) 2350
4 ¥ b 2r Y5 (NMNS-M8457) H275 WI135 (44%) H293 W 140 (49%) H297 W 148 (55%) H 291 W 147 (60%) -
5 a2z 275 (NMNS-M15940) H319 W 104 (46%) H335 W 110 (54%) H 340 W 118 (62%) H31.7 W 130 (70%) -
6 kxv¥Farrvs (TWM) H 89 W 82 (44%) H 97 W 94 (55%) H107 W 92 (65%) H122 W 9.1 (76%) 640
7 ¥327Y95 (TWM) H272 WI186 (45%) H 288 W 213 (54%) H 325 W 238 (63%) H 369 W 243 (71%) 1520
8 £3IrY5 (NMNSM5153) H187 W 152 (44%) H192 W 164 (50%) H208 W 172 (57%) H 231 W 184 (63%) 1240
9 UNI13 (i) - - - H395 W 260 -
10 UN68 (fiffi B~ i) H205 W 210 H 340 W 310 - - -
11 UN8L (Hi i~ i) - H 333 W 265 - - -

®R2. BEES VYRR /BETHBLAOTHESER H/W) CEFOERICHT I THEORSDEIEGOLE. ESIIXS8
ERUEARERY. H W, RLx, BLOEBKIIFR1ICAL. Ls, THEEEMHK  Lc, THEEZME ; Ls/BL X100 (%) & Lc
/BL X100 (%) HRICHT 2 THBOBERRS L VEHROEE.

Ls/BL Lc/BL

No. oA H/W (RLx %) Ls (cm) Le (em) BL (cm) %100 %100
1 zu3xrz2svY5 (YPM6755) 19 (44%), 1.9 (48%), 20 (53%), 2.1 (58%) 197 207 816 24.1% 254%
2 A7 27V (NMNS-M3536) 17 (46%). 18 (54%). 19 (63%), 2.3 (71%) 342 352 1432 239% 24.6%
3 vyuFHAZ YT (NMNS-M29617) 15 (40%), 15 (46%), 1.6 (53%), 1.6 (60%) 565 604 2350 24.0% 25.7%
4 w27 Y5 (NMNS-M8457) 20 (44%), 2.1 (49%), 20 (55%). 2.0 (60%) 342 365 - - -
5 a27Y7 (NMNS-MI15940) 31 (46%), 30 (54%), 29 (62%), 24 (70%) 255 259 - - -
6 Fxv¥xarrzys (TWM) 1.1 (44%), 1.0 (55%), 1.2 (65%), 1.3 (76%) 176.5 1835 640 276% 28.7%
7 £3I7Y5 (TWM) 15 (45%), 14 (54%). 14 (63%). 15 (71%) 433 448 1520 28.5% 29.5%
8 +3I7YF (NMNS-M5153) 12 (44%), 12 (50%), 1.2 (57%), 1.3 (63%) 304 318 1240 24.5% 25.6%
9 UNI13 (f&frik) 15 - - - - -

10 UNG68 (Hij {58~ rp i) 1.0 11 - - - - -
11 UN81 (Fifir B~ R i) 1.3 - - - - -




ZENTEDL (F2). FMEIZEIZ YV IFTLI~1S
ERBIEL, ar 7 VIR T24~31ERBIEL, T
WA TV TRD15~23L FMTH S, Ko 3
LA O TEHEREIZI0~152RLTHEY, £I2 Y
FEOFICIZIZAEHT 5.
w379 I8ETNTUTLE HEDavLI sy
TSR PERICHA TSk I s YT Caperea
marginata DHTH Y, vr 7 Y I T/ (KR
6mitE) Ths. EFEFTTILIZ I IROLA
FLERIIAHENTH - 7205, OB WFHHEobH
(Bisconti 2012; Buono et al. 2014) =%, JbPERMIT
oMot (B~ ER ) AEEshTns
(Tsai et al. 2017). Z @ FHFId/NHC, AFHCH
<, WHEICEL, MZSEIAHET, FHEITH~
SNBSS % (KA 1997 Marx et al. 2016),
PN B iy
Fh7TU AR 065 1, FRNEIEEEAT S
s VSHO—GHRE SN, BB RS
W % % BT dH S (Fordyce and Barnes 1994;
Kimura and Ozawa 2002 : 72 &) & @ WML %
wENh, WRHOGERLE LTor b7y LR Gk
%) MHEFK SN2 (Whitmore and Barnes 20087
). ENIBTE7 b7 YT AR E ShAbA I,
O - SEFTRCE TR Z E L T A, KA - BRI
(2004) 1320034F F COFFIOFLFHFEMRIELTED,
ZoHbD AN KA (2009) % Tanaka et al.
(2018a, 2018b) Z EASH|E L CTwab. 4B, Th
T COERMNELAICIZEFROFMEOLA DIRET 572
O, SHBNPLETHL. ZOL)B0b@Lr b
FU AR ORFR) ZF LA LI (KE5~6m
BEE) T, TGS MoBEmAEE <, FHITm O
AL SIEFEML V. HoT, FhFU T LR (K
) IR CTHECTHEFORZERBHELIZ T T
BHEWH LI RR B,

(2) EFEOEER

Pyenson et al. (2013) XHAEFHT A7 IVSHOT
R MO - BMiEMoORES L oME, BLY
v A TG R EMEORE & OBRIC
DWVWT, TUX M) —DRFTZEIT>TW5E. ZOH
B O WITRHIEOMRICH Y, v7ry Y FHIIEEL
EBICIEBERETTHENKRELAZ I LERL
7. FIT, MbaEEIZ VIR EEL, AR
RO T HHE O T HEREASE S 2 B & kT %
(%1, 2). 72721, Pyenson et al (2013) 1EA#
HO X%, THEOIERE S LHEOKE L OBfR
ZDOWTIEBRTW AW, ko EE &b, T
FERE, THE THSNE LICHWAT LI L IIRR

MICEREREINL Z 0D, ZNHIZOWT OIS
E15EE2TBL. 2, RGO THRRIOME
EHMEIHEE SN TV n/zd, THER Tl
BICX 2HREOMZBICIIEAETEET NS,

UN13 (#A00) &, FRESBHISEY TWM (K
) OB RLx:71%) Ly 2L, WET
10765, WHTLO7TRERE VW LA s, KEKI6m & i
EENS. UN6 (HififB~fiiB) &, &Rk
A3 NMNS-M5153 (fk) ol (RLx : 50%)
LI 5 L&, EETLI7RE, HETL8IGEREWT &
o, HE2~23m LHEE S NS, UN8L (Bifih~
HALER) 13 F BT EANE v NMNS-M5153 (B fk)
OHHER (RLx 1 63%) LIS % &, B TL4445,
HTlLUAmERENZ EH D, REHIBm &fEE SN
5. I X)) 3fbADKEIRR/NTI6m, RKAT
22m & 7% 5.

LIATEIZ Y THOBAELMIKMTHY
Jefferson et al. (1993) 2k % &, WtkotkEix s 4
YA 3737 T J Eubalaena glacialis R I F I & 3
7 ¥ J E.australis TWX18m 2, Xy ¥ a7 7T 7
Balaena mysticetus TlZ18m (+ R) 72520m (X R)
\ET 5. fiE> T, Ao 3{baoitEkRiy, #
ErELL OOHAELI s VIR EABENENLD
RRREV, FoBRT S LI, BENEOHTHIED
I 7 VIR B VT, KEIOm A 514m
ZEDORBDALAT DN OPAFAET B (K - Hil
1994 ; Kimura 2009 ; ¥R 2017), A&{LAIZPCET %
KREZOLHIIRY 7570, b L), Kfgo
g, Bttt 7 V7B THRABOKZ
SEFL TR 5.

5. €I 7V IRMEBEDOHME &

HA ¥ I 7 V5P Balaena & Eubalaena ® 2 )& X
DY, WIFNRHKETH LS. Marx et al. (2016) 1%
o g & U C, Balaenella, Balaenula, Morenocetus,
Idiocetus D 4 J{% L L TWAH, INbixwIndbik
E5~6m&/hBIT, REZLTBVWTATELIZE
b, TOWRO Idiocetus 1%, JRFED T M T T A
FHCEENZ720 I 7 VTR LB TREL DN
AL (RAT 1994 — 8 2005 % &), i<
rh 7 ) A E BTz Peripolocetus 1%, TR BN
AHRE&EEZEZLNTWS (EL Adli et al. 2014).
Tanaka et al. (2020) %, Archaeobalaena dosanko %
L 9 A T, [ # A B Hdinocetus % B X,
Archaeobalaena k. Peripolocetus % W1 2. 72 7 J& % D %
WRIRAT 24T o THALRMEZ RE LT 5.

ZH, eIV IHROTHEIIOWTUL, A &
HETELMAAPH I VLI THE. HIZIE,



Bisconti (2003) 13t 37 VS RoHEREL L%
LS LTwa s, THFEICMLTESEALTY
72>, Marx et al. (2016) = Bisconti and Carnevale

(2022) FEFOMEAL L HERRIIOWTHRL, &
5 7 WO FHE DI E BIR L 22535 61 72 ik %
LCWw325, WHEEEOERIE R, 22 TUTIC
BT, ENOFERLAZBIL o OoARME & DI
2479

WO FE R LA, KA IEAH (2007) % Kimura

(2009) 2°% & D7z15LERAH SN L. U 3 ilkk

(2 1995 ; 1K 2017 ; Tanaka et al. 2020) & A#t
HEMZ L1958 E 5. AL OEMRIEI P
VIBEC, SR oRERIL V. ARG & H Uit o
REIRDEBY. 1) REFEAZHHHT o E o g

(Eubalaena shinshuensis ; 15} 397 2 ~ 5ij B3 607 14,
MEHIRE 5 AAFIE A 2007 ; Kimura 2009), 2) REFE
/NIAT @ T 5845 (Balaenidae ¥ 7z 1 Eschrichtiidae;
IR, FHARR EEE o BE - Ml 1994), 3) 1
R EENIR OB SN (Balaena ; A H#, ¥
g KB 1999), 4) WK F RN O T #HE

(Balaenidae; 7 1 Hh ot~ [ WIS it 5 97 118~
W, K& 1995), 5) duiEALBET O - T
g, BEXE, #E, WE, 5% (Balaenidae; %M
o/ NENIITE, IR 2017). &8, Zohok
PIRE AR I - EIEPHRTH 52, bR -
HOENTHLZ BTt Ez NS, £
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